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8 DISADVANTAGES GROUPS 

8.1 Children and Young People in Need of Protection 
  

In 2007, 381 applications were filed concerning children, who are in need of protection, 

to İzmir Provincial Directorate of Social Services in İzmir. 60.37% of these applicants 

(230 children) were placed in SHCEK centres with urgent approval of the Governor’s 

Office. 89.71% of the applicants (338 children) and 93.48% of those placed in facilities 

(215 persons) reside within IMM boundaries. The first three districts that have made the 

largest number of applications are Konak, Karsiyaka and Bornova respectively, parallel 

to their population sizes.
131

  
 

İzmir Provincial Directorate of Social Services provide family-based care (cash or in-

kind assistance, adoption and foster family services) and centre-based care (child care 

centres, children homes, orphanages, protection, care and rehabilitation centres for 

children driven to crime, and children and youth centres for children living in streets).
131

  

8.1.1 Family-based Care 

In İzmir province, there are 371 children, who have been under protection since 2005, 

and are taken care of by their families through cash allowances within the scope of Back 

to Family and Family-Based Support Project With this service İzmir Provincial 

Directorate of Social Services ranks second in overall Turkey, following Istanbul.
131

  

 

As of the end of 2007, 197 families are in queue to adopt children. 45 children are 

adopted.
131

  

 

As of January 2008, 134 children (47 boys, 87 girls) have been placed with a total of 

124 foster families in the province of İzmir. 92.74% of these families (115 families) 

reside within IMM boundaries. İzmir ranks first in Turkey with this service. İzmir is 

followed by Kayseri with 117 foster families and Ankara with 91 foster families.
131

  

8.1.2 Centre-based Care 

Child care centres for children between 0-12 years, and boarding centres for young 

peoplebetween 13-18 years, provide residential social service care for children and 

teenagers in need of protection. These centres are entrusted with the responsibility of 

caring for the physical wellbeing, educational and psycho-social development of 

children and teenagers, helping them develop a healthy and well balanced life style.
355 

 

The residential care provided is for groups of 6-8 such children, aged between 0-18 

years, staying together in a home environment, either in an apartment flat or a house. 

These centres began to be opened in the province of İzmir from 2006 onwards, with the 

purpose of raising social individuals, who are self assured, confident of their future and 

healthy in physical and psycho-social development. Their education is provided and 

they are helped in acquiring a profession. Living in small groups enables the children to 

learn and experience the concepts of friendship, neighbourhood and society, without 

having to face the adversities caused by communal living. İzmir ranks first in Turkey in 

children homes.
131

 Compassionate homes are centres providing care for children who 
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are in need of protection within residential estates and made up of small detached 

units.
131,

 
355

 

 

Table 150 shows the centres affiliated to SHCEK, serving for the children and young 

people and their respective capacities by place of settlement.
131,

 
355

 

 
Table 150: Centres (number) affiliated to SHCEK, serving for the children and young people and their 

capacities (number of people), by place of settlement, 2007 

* Affiliated to child care centers. ** Affiliated to orphanages. All of the child care centres and orphanages 

in İzmir are located with IMM boundaries. 

*** A mobile team works in the Children and Youth Centre which is a boarding centre. 

**** Total number of children who benefited in 2007. 

***** 2006 data. 

 

In the province of İzmir, 230 children who were in need of protection (215 children in 

IMM boundaries) were placed in boarding centres in 2007.
131

 In accordance with the 

Law on the Protection of Children, No. 5395 which went into effect in July 2005, 

Provincial Coordination Council was established with the membership of various 

institutional representatives. İzmir Care and Social Rehabilitation Centre and Mehlika 

Ribnikar Protection, Care and Rehabilitation Centre were opened for the social re-

integration of children who have committed offence, have been driven to crime or been 

victims of offence.  As required by this law, İzmir Provincial Directorate of Social 

Services evaluated and processed 615 investigations out of 820 cases requested by 

courts, in İzmir and IMM boundaries in 2007.
131

  

8.1.3 Services Provided for Children at Risk 

Children at risk are defined as those children in the age group of 6–18 years, and 

although they may maintain a certain degree of relationship with their families, they 

spend most of their day away from home, without any family supervision or support. 

They may work either of their own free will or because their families want them to, 

usually they are partly or completely deprived of educational opportunities, due to their 

families' socio-economical and cultural status, and they face the risks of living in the 

streets, including substance abuse and the other adversities of street life. İzmir 

 

Boarding centre 

IMM-19 district İzmir Turkey***** 

Number Capacity 
Registered 

children 
Number Capacity 

Registered 

children 
Number Capacity 

Registered 

children 

Children care 

centre  

Aged 0-6 1 
247 242 

1 
247 242 

17 1,298 1,341 

Aged 7-12  2 2 59 4,306 4,402 

Aged 0-12  - - - - - - 23 3,175 3,403 

Orphanage 
(Aged 13-18) 

Girl 1 
152 152 

1 
152 152 103 

Data could not 
be reached . 

3,570 

Boy 1 1 6,836 

Children home  

Aged 0-6 * 3 

132 132 

5 

144 144 31 192 192 Aged 7-12 * 6 9 

Aged 13-18 ** 10 10 

Compassionate 

home  

Aged 0-12  - - - - - - 8 755 524 

Aged 13-18  - - - - - - 2 

Data could not be reached 

Youth residence - - - - - - 7 

Children and youth centre*** 1 16 368**** 1 16 368 Data could 

not be 

reached . 
Protection care and rehabilitation 

centre 
2 32 360**** 2 32 360 
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Provincial Directorate of Social Services provides these children with educational 

support in the form of courses (in culture, arts, sports and acquired skills) which are 

provided at two day care Children and Youth Centres. In total 1,320 children have 

benefited from these centres in 2007.
131

  

 

In the 2006-2007 school year, 2,635 children who are at risk group (1,214 girls, 1,421 

boys) were given courses (acquired skills, vocational courses) in various subjects, with 

the cooperation of associations, foundations together with children and youth centres of 

public training centres İzmir Provincial Directorate of Social Services.
294

  

 

In 2001, International Labour Organisation (ILO), the Ministry of Labour and Social 

Security and IMM initiated ILO–IPEC (Combating Child Labour) ‘Directing Children 

Working in the Industry to Education and Elimination of Child Labour’ International 

Programme with a joint protocol. Within the scope of this programme, workplace 

monitoring and Social Support Centre for Working Children was established, with the 

aim of withdrawing children aged under 15 years from work and directing them to 

education, and improving the working conditions of children aged between 15-18 years 

in selected trades (footwear, car repair, textiles, clothing and furniture) in İzmir. In the 

course of the project which culminated in 2007, children that were spotted in 

workplaces were directed to education relevant to their conditions, social activities and 

courses in various sports branches were organised, and work was undertaken to provide 

psycho-social support to the contacted children and their families, as well as steering 

them to revenue generating activities. Health problems of the children were taken care 

of by IMM Esrefpasa Hospital.
295, 356,

 
357

 

 

In 2004 with the support of British Council in Turkey, the Street League Project was 

initiated in six cities (İzmir, Ankara, Istanbul, Adana, DiyarBakir and Gaziantep) for 

disadvantaged children, who face the risks of living in the streets. The project was 

aimed at using football as a tool to help contribute to the children’s personal 

development and their integration into society. Under the Street League Project, teams 

have been formed and children are given football training as well as modular courses to 

support them in their development.
358

 In 2006–2007, the project was handed over to the 

national NGO, the Turkish Association of Social Responsibility Association and to the 

IMM in İzmir. The project, which was initiated with 60 children in İzmir, was divided 

into four teams of players aged 12 years and over, and continued in the 2007–08 season 

with eight teams, 125 children,and a team of experts of 25 people IMM continues to 

host the Turkey Street League Tournament over the years of 2006 and 2009.
121, 358 

8.2 Elderly Population 

8.2.1 Characteristics of Elderly Population 

According to TURKSTAT figures, life expectancy at birth in Turkey was 66.00 in 1990 

and reached 70.4 in 2000 and 71.5 in 2006.
64,

 
359

 Median age has also risen in Turkey 

and in İzmir over the years. Population of Turkey is gradually ageing like the world 

population, as the life expectancy at birth increases and the fertility rate decreases. 

Parallel to the situation in Turkey, population aged 65 years and over increased more 

than twofold in İzmir between 1990 and 2007. It is also determined that the elderly 
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population within IMM–19 districts boundaries has been rising throughout the years 

(Table 151).
65, 66, 360 

World Population Prospects publications of the United Nations 

forecast that the population aged over 65 will increase numerically three times between 

2005 and 2050 worldwide (from 477 million to 1.4 billion) and four times in Turkey 

(from 4 million to 18 million) and the elderly population ratio will rise by about three-

times.
361

 A study indicates that the population ratio of 65+ age group within IMM 

boundaries will approximately double between 2005 and 2030.
70

  

 
Table 151: Characteristics of 65 year and over population by palce of residence and as of years 

 
IMM-19 district İzmir Turkey 

2000 2007 1990 2000 2007 1990 2000 

Population (number) 2,864,631 3,256,536 2,694,770 3,370,866 3,739,353 56,473,035 67,803,927 

Median age ** ** 26.10 28.77 32.15 22.21 24.83 

65 years 

and over 

Population 
(number) 

Aged 65-74  * 155,091 88,192 163,981 188,370 1,539,178 2,818,160 

Aged 75-84  * 81,398 39,843 53,059 100,765 703,248 824,289 

Aged 85 and 

over 
* 13,519 8,651 12,583 16,274 174,937 216,500 

Total 181.875 250,008 136,686 229,623 305,409 2,417,363 3,858,949 

Population ratio (%) 6,35 7.68 3.27 6.81 8.17 4.28 5.69 

Sex ratio  * 74.23 78.29 76.51 74.30 82.27 82.94 

* Although district centre populations are available in 2000 General Census, no calculation is available 

since the number of persons in villages and towns are given in a batch. 

** According to TURKSTAT 2007 ABPRS data, districts with the highest median age are Karaburun 

(42), Bayindir, Balcova, Guzelbahce (36) and Urla (34) respectively, IMM-19 districts boundaries 

 

It is seen that the sex ratio in population over age of 65 decreases in years in İzmir 

(Table 151). The higher mortality in males compared to females and that the fact that 

females live longer than males might account for this decrease. 

 

According to calculations derived from TURKSTAT 2000 General Census data, 

47.81% of 65+ population in Turkey are illiterate (64.90% of females, 27.21% of 

males), and 43.69% are either primary school graduates or have a lesser education level 

(60.70% in males, 29.59% in females). According to İzmir Provincial Directorate of 

Health's, 2006 data, 22.75% of 65+ population within IMM–19 districts boundaries 

(54,146 persons) are illiterate and 53.63% (127,667 persons) are either primary school 

graduates or have a lesser education level.
77

 Lower education level causes employment 

issues, thus leads to increased level of unemployment and poverty in older ages. This 

may pose a strong barrier to the active integration of elderly people with the society. It 

may also create an inequality in this age group in sustainment and improvement of 

health, as well as accessing and actively using medical services. These disadvantages 

cause individuals to lead poor lives with more diseases and loss of functions in old 

ages.
362,

 
363

 

8.2.2 Services Provided for the Elderly 

Elderly healthcare has begun to be considered at tertiary healthcare level in Turkey. 

However, it is very important to integrate elderly healthcare to primary healthcare, 

which is in closer contact with the society; to conduct medical checks of the elderly and 

to plan and provide comprehensive, continuous and coordinated elderly healthcare, in 

order to meet their needs. 
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In Turkey and within IMM–19 districts boundaries, social care services for the elderly 

are provided as residential care (old people's home, nursing home for elderly care and 

rehabilitation centres) and as day care services (elderly solidarity centres, Day Care 

Centre for the Elderly with Alzheimer’s disease).
131, 355

 

 

Social care services for the elderly in Turkey are mainly provided in the form of 

residential care. Old people's homes provide care and meet the needs of elderly persons 

aged over 60 years.
355

 Table 152 shows the breakdown and capacities of old people' 

homes in terms of care and rehabilitation services provided to the elderly within IMM-

19 districts boundaries.
131,

 
364,

 
365,

 
366

 

 
Table 152: Number and capacities of old people's homes by place of residence and affiliated institution 

(number), March 2008 

Affiliated institution 

Old people's home 

IMM-19 districts İzmir Turkey 

Number 

Capacity 
Sırada 

bekleyen 

(number) 

Number 

Capacity 

Number 
Capacity 

(number) Normal 

(number) 

SUrekli 

bakım 

(number) 

Total 

(number) 

Normal 

(number) 

SUrekli 

bakım 

(number) 

Total 

(number) 

Public 

SHCEK 3* 240 216 456 321 3* 240 216 456 72 7,569 

Other 

ministries** 
1 816 271 1,087 700 1 816 271 1,087 6 2,442 

Municipality*** 1 254 50 304 800  3 348 50 398 19 1,990 

Total 5 1,310 537 1,847 1,821 4 1,404 537 1,941 91 12,001 

Private 

Associations 

and foundations 
3 293 2 295  - 4 437 2 439 34 2,486 

Minorities - - - -  - - - - - 7 991 

Private 

(belonging real 

persons)  

25 404 292 696  - 26 421 309 730 109 4,503 

Total 28 697 294 991  - 30 858 311 1,169 150 7,980 

Total 33 2,007 831 2,838 1,821 34 2,262 848 3,110 241 19,981 

* There are elderly care and rehabilition centres in 2 of the 3old people'shomes affiliated to SHCEK.  

** There is 1 eventide home affiliated with Pension Fund in IMM and İzmir province; and there are 

totally 6 eventide homes in Turkey, 3 of which is affiliated with Pension Fund, 1 of which is affiliated 

with Social Insurance Institution, 1 of which is affiliated with Ministry of National Education, 1 of which 

is affiliated with ministry of Internal Affairs. 

*** There is 1 eventide home affiliated with IMM within boundaries of IMM; there is one eventide home 

affiliated with SelCuk Municipality and one affiliated with Odemis Municipality in İzmir province. 

 

Destitute and needy elderly people aged 60 and over, are taken care for free in one old 

people's home affiliated to SHCEK and in IMM’s old people's home. Their healthcare, 

clothing, food needs are also met.
131

 It is seen that 1821 elderly are in the waiting lists 

of public old people's homes within IMM–19 districts boundaries (Table 152).  

 

Elderly solidarity centres offer the elderly, who live in home environment the 

opportunity to strengthen their social relationships and activities by means of social, 

educational, occupational and leisure activities, without being excluded from the 

society.
367

 In Turkey, there are five of these centres affiliated to SHCEK, two in Ankara 

and one each in Canakkale, EskiSehir and İzmir. As of March 2008, total number of 

members is 978 in Turkey and 465 in the Elderly Solidarity Centre within IMM–19 

districts boundaries.
131,

 
364

 In addition, there is also an Healthy Ageing and Solidarity 

Centre, affiliated to IMM. This centre has 103 members, as of March 2008.
368
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Those who are aged 65 years of age and over benefit from public transportation by use 

of discount cards for aged 60. 57,207 elderly persons use discount cards for public 

transportation, as of December 2007.
369

  

8.3 Female Population 

8.3.1 Characteristics of Female Population 

According to TURKSTAT ABPRS data, the ratio of male and female population aged 

65 and over in the total population of İzmir is 6.95% and 9.39%, respectively. Median 

age is 32.94 for females and 31.36 for males.
64, 66

 Data of according to the National 

Burden of Disease Study published in 2004 indicated that life expectancy at birth for 

males, was 67.69 in the national level and 68.96 in the western region. For females, this 

value was 71.94 in the national level and 73.36 in the western region.
78

 These figures 

show that women live longer than men. Due to longer lifespan of women and the 

tendency of widowed men to remarry, there are more widows than widowers in Turkey 

and in İzmir, like in all countries (Table 153). When their spouses die, women are left 

alone without anyone to support them and they do not receive sufficient healthcare 

services.
362,

 
363,

 
370

  

 

According to 2000 General Census, the ratio of married females and males, aged 65 

years and over in İzmir, is 39.63% and 83.61%, respectively. The ratio of illiterate 

women among female population is higher compared to male population in Turkey and 

in İzmir (Table 153).
65

  

 
Table 153: Marital (%) and educational status (%) by place of residence and sex, 2000 

 

İzmir Turkey 

Male 

(%) 

Female 

(%) 

Male 

(%) 

Female 

(%) 

Population share 50.40 49.60 50.66 49.34 

Marital 

status  

Married  
Aged 12 years and above 60.75 61.72 59.50 61.31 

Aged 65 years and above 83.61 39.63 84.53 47.09 

Widowed 
Aged 12 years and above 1.32 9.30 1.24 7.57 

Aged 12.56 56.31 13.17 50.39 

Educational 

status 
Illiterate 6 years and above 3.74 12.59 6.14 19.36 

 
Table 154: Labour force (%) by place of residence and sex, 2006 

 

İzmir Turkey 

Male  

(%) 

Female  

(%) 

Male  

(%) 

Female 

(%) 

Labour 

force 

Employment ratio 

(Aged 15 years and above) 
62.70 20.65 64.53 22.29 

Ratio of participation in the 

labour force 

(Aged 15 years and above) 

70.31 23.60 71.47 24.86 

Job 

status 

Employed on wage, salary or 

per diem basis  
64.79 65.65 59.95 46.71 

Employer and self-employed 31.68 10.54 34.00 14.29 

Unpaid family worker 3.53 24.15 6.05 39.02 
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The ratio of employment and participation in the labour force is lower for women in 

Turkey and in İzmir compared to men (Table 154).
371,

 
372

 This is generally due to their 

roles as unpaid full-time care providers to children and elderly parents at home in young 

ages and to sick spouses and grand children in older ages.
362,

 
370,

 
373

 In Turkey women 

are regarded as cheap labour, merely in a role to support the family budget, which 

causes them to settle for low-status jobs with low wages and in unregistered sectors, 

deprived of social securityr.
374

 According to the 2006 data of TURKSTAT Household 

Labour Force Survey, seven out of ten working women in İzmir are employed based on 

salary or per diem, two work as unpaid family workers and only one is an employer or 

self-employed (Table 154).
372

 Those who are not covered by a social security system 

either do not have any income or have a low income, which brings fortht poverty and 

economic dependency on their families.  

 

Women may be exposed to domestic violence, especially by their sons and spouses.
362,

 
370,

 
373

 According to the figures of İzmir Police Department, 31,88% (2,992 persons) out 

of 9,385 offence cases committed against public order, family order, and the person, in 

2007, concerned ill treatment of family members.
133

 All these disadvantages of women 

in their earlier years cause them to be poorer and live with more diseases and function 

losses in older ages, compared to men.
362,

 
370, 373

 

8.3.2 Services Provided to Women 

Various services are provided to women within IMM–19 districts boundaries, with the 

collaboration of public institutions and organisations, NGOs and universities. From 

March 2006 onwards, six provinces in Turkey (İzmir, Kars, Nevsehir, Sanliurfa, 

Trabzon, Van) have been selected as pilot cities, within the framework of United 

Nations Joint Programme to Protect and Promote the Human Rights of Women and 

Girls. This programme aims at creating a suitable environment for the protection and 

promotion of women and girls, enhancing the capacities of local administrations in 

services offered to women and girls, capacity-building of non-governmental 

organisations in strengthening the position of women and girls and increasing the level 

of public awareness on the rights of women and girls. Local Equality Action Plans are 

developed in the provinces included in the programme, and service models in 

accordance with these plans are being developed.
375,

 
376

 Services provided prior to and 

following United Nations Joint Program work are evaluated below, in accordance with 

the strategic measures category determined in the initiation of United Nations Joint 

Program. 

8.3.2.1 Participation in the Local Decision -making Mechanisms 

There are 64 NGOs (63 associations and one foundation) established for women and by 

women in İzmir, that are involved in various activities for empowering women.
141, 142

 In 

January 2008, a Local Assemblies’ Monitoring Unit was established, consisting of 

representatives of women’s organisations, in order for women and women’s non-

governmental organisations to have the right to speak in local decision-making 

mechanisms. In addition, communication platforms established by women’s 

organisations and women’s newspaper Kazete, published within IMM-19 districts 

boundaries, play a part in disseminating information.
377, 378
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In the evaluation of women’s participation in the local decision-making mechanisms in 

2007, it is seen that six out of 180 members elected to IMM Council, four out of 123 

members elected to Provincial Council, and 45 out of 745 elected neighbourhood 

executive officers are women. One of the mayors of district and town municipalities 

within IMM boundaries is a woman.
379,

 
380,

 
381

 

 

As of January 2008 there are 9 City Councils (LA–21 City Council and municipality-

affiliated councils in the districts of Aliaga, Balcova, Buca, Gaziemir, Karsiyaka, 

Konak, Narlidere and Torbali) in total within IMM boundaries. Only two of the city 

councils affiliated to municipalities (Buca and Konak districts) have women’s 

assemblies, besides one women assembly of LA–21 jointly constituted by three working 

groups.
382,

 
383

 Efforts are underway in establishing such assemblies in other districts. 

8.3.2.2 Urban Services 

Socio-cultural environments have been created in order to determine and arrange the 

services directed towards needs of females in the habitat at the neighborhood level and 

to ensure their participation within boundaries of IMM-19 districts. Within this context, 

there are 16 neighbourhood centres/houses, (5 in Balcova district, 1 in Buca district, 1 in 

Karsiyaka district, 7 in Konak district, and 1 in Cigli district) affiliated to IMM and 

district municipalities; a total of 4 community centres based 1 in each of the districts of 

Bornova, Buca, Karsiyaka, and Konak, affiliated to İzmir Provincial Directorate of 

Social Services; and 1 Women’s Activity Centre in the district of Buca as of January 

2008. These centres provide educational support programmes, vocational and 

occupational courses, income-earning activities, community building activities, socio-

cultural and sports activities and guidance and counselling. A total of 3,200 persons 

benefited from the SHCEK community centres within IMM boundaries in 2007.
131,

 
382, 

384, 385, 386, 387, 388,
 
389 

 

 

Open fields and sports equipment available in parks that are in the vicinity of women’s 

houses are important places for sports activities. IMM organises city and bay tours for 

women living in slum quarters, to familiarise them with their city and to develop their 

urban consciousness.
145

 Balcova, Cigli, Guzelbahce, Karsiyaka, Kemalpasa, Konak and 

Narlidere municipalities also organise city tours.
382 

Two persons, one from the 

Governor’s One Stop Service Office and one from IMM are appointed for facilitating 

women’s access to urban services.
377

 

8.3.2.3 Elimination of Violence against Women 

Work on the elimination of domestic violence against women gained momentum with 

the Circular of the Office of the Prime Minister, No. 17, issued in 2006. Office of the 

Prime Minister, General Directorate on the Status of Women (KSGM) was designated 

as the coordinating institution. In accordance with the directive, Ministry of Internal 

Affairs sent a circular to all governors in January 2007 which defined the work to be 

undertaken to prevent violence against women and honour killing.
390

 

 

The law on Municipalities, No. 5393, enacted in July 2005 introduced the liability to set 

up shelters for women and children, for Metropolitan Municipalities and municipalities 

where the population exceeds 50,000. According to 2007 TURKSTAT ABPRS, there 
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are 10 municipalities within IMM–19 districts boundaries where the population exceeds 

50,000.
391

 However, in total there are only three Women Guest Houses within IMM 

boundaries, one in each of the districts of Aliaga and Karsiyaka, affiliated to these 

municipalities and one in Cigli district, affiliated to Provincial Directorate of Social 

Services.
131,

 
392

 The guest houses have a tota lcapacity to accommodate 63 persons. In 

2007, 259 women and 152 children benefited from their services.
131,

 
393, 394

 In these 

guest houses, women and their children are provided with healthcare, psycho-social and 

legal aid. Women are provided with vocational activities, counselling and legal 

guidance, as well.
355

 A research was conducted to evaluate the characteristics of women 

who used the services of İzmir Provincial Directorate of Social Services and were 

accommodated in women guest houses in 2005. 81 women and 17 children aged 18 

years and under were selected by random sampling. It was found out that 60.49% of 81 

women (49 women) applied to women guest houses due to violence, and 30.86% (25 

women) referred due to lack of accommodation. It was determined that 35.29% (6 

children) of 17 children, who were below 18 years of age, were brought to the centres 

due to rape or prostitution, and 17.65% (3 children) due to incest (sexual abuse of the 

child by a family member). It is seen that girls are mostly exposed to the violence of 

their mother’s partner and his relatives.
395

 

 

In order to raise awareness on domestic violence in İzmir, NGOs carry out campaigns 

and trainings in counselling centres to inform the public, and work on strengthening the 

legislation.
396

 “Within the scope of Stop Violence Against Women Campaign, public 

institutions and organisations, municipalities, NGOs, private sector and the media have 

collaborated to raise awareness and consciousness in men.
390

 Women and Children 

Counselling Hotline (183) provide counselling services to women who are victims of 

violence or who face the risk of violence, and offer the appropriate type of service at the 

soonest time possible.
377,

 
378

  

 

İzmir Bar's Workgroup Against Domestic Violence provides free legal service to 

victims of violence, and assists to accommodate them in guest houses by making 

contact with SHCEK.
397

 LA–21 Domestic Violence Workgroup and EU Women’s 

Studies and Implementation Centre launched Joining Forces to Prevent Domestic 

Violence, Early Diagnosis and Counselling project in 2006. Within this project, public 

servants who are, as a matter of their profession, in close contact with women and child 

victims of domestic violence such as teachers and healthcare staff (doctors, nurses and 

midwives) were trained in early diagnosis of domestic violence
383,

 
398

 Primary school 

pupils’ mothers, in the selected pilot regions, have also been trained. In addition 

trainings, lessons, seminars and conferences were organised in universities about 

violence against women and honour killing, with the collaboration of İzmir Governor’s 

Office Departments and IMM, in 2007.
398,

 
399

 In order to increase awareness among 

men about violence against women, 600 working men in selected work places in İzmir, 

were trained on violence issues between November 2007 and April 2008, within 

Reaching Out a Loving Hand project, with the contributions of Health, Aegean 

Women's Solidarity Foundation, and Ege University Psychological Association
400

 

 

Within IMM–19 districts boundaries, there are two family counselling centres, one in 

each of the districts of Karsiyaka and Konak, affiliated to SHCEK, and a total of nine 
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women’s counselling centres, one in Konak district, affiliated to IMM and eight in the 

districts of Aliaga, Bornova, Buca, Cigli, Gaziemir, Karsiyaka, Konak, and Narlidere, 

affiliated to district municipalities. These centres provide psychological support and 

guidance and counselling services on domestic violence and violence against women, 

family-children communication problems, economic problems and psychological 

problems as well as offer pre-marriage counselling and deal with sheltering requests. 

They also organise vocational activities, training programmes and studies, and panels 

and seminars on various subjects. In 2007, a total of 1,950 persons benefited from 

family counselling centres affiliated to SHCEK.
131, 355,

 
382,

 
387,

 
401, 402,

 
403, 404, 405, 406 

8.3.2.4 Economic Promotion and Services related to Work Life 

Within the scope of IMM Vocational and Skill Acquisition Courses (İZMEB) Project, 

vocational and skill acquisition courses are organised within IMM–19 districts 

boundaries, in order to increase women’s participation in production in 2007. The 

courses are given in eight training centres (3 in Bornova, and one in each of Buca, Cigli, 

Konak, Karsiyaka, and Gaziemir), in 16 neighbourhood centres/houses affiliated to 

IMM and district municipalities, in 4 community centres affiliated to SHCEK, in public 

training centres affiliated to İzmir Provincial Directorate of National Education in 19 

districts (one public education centre in each district) and by IS-KUR. These courses are 

offered to men and women alike, with the cooperation of the General Staff, Ministry of 

Justice, SHCEK, municipalities, NGOs, private enterprises, universities and public 

authorities. Adult training endeavours to raise awareness in women, on topics like early 

marriage, polygamy, bride price, and domestic violence.
126

, 
131, 

 
382, 384, 385 386, 387, 388, 389 

In 2006–2007 school year, 44,067 trainees participated in 2,521 vocational and skill 

acquisition courses in 85 different subjects within IMM–19 districts boundaries. 55% of 

these trainees (24,337 persons) were women. In addition, 123,367 trainees participated 

in 5,894 public training courses in 267 different subjects. 55,01% of these trainees 

(67,852) again, were women.
126

 

 

Within the scope of Women Entrepreneurship Project, carried out by EU Women’s 

Studies and Implementation Centre, women jointly and individually make products and 

contribute to their budgets through the sale of these products.
398 

8.3.2.5 Education and Healthcare Services 

Besides treatment services provided to every citizen by all healthcare providers, İzmir 

Provincial Directorate of Health provides preventive services for women within the 

scope of national programmes. Within this context, women aged 15–49 are provided 

with free medical observations (family planning, training, and tetanus vaccination), 

antenatal and postnatal care, and women of all ages are trained on breast self-

examination again free of charge, as preventive services.
77

 In addition, IMM Esrefpasa 

Hospital conducts health screening in the province of İzmir, and offers healthcare 

training and gynaecologic smear tests for women (See; Public Healthcare and Services, 

Reproductive Health Services).
294

 

 

EU Women's Research and Implementation Center organises various trainings, 

conferences, seminars and movie days, in cooperation with public institutions and 
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organisations, municipalities, universities and NGOs, in order to raise the socio-

economic status of women and to increase public and social sensitivity.
398

  

 

General Staff collaborated to include subjects such as gender equality, women’s human 

rights, violence against women, and prevention of honour killin’ in the training 

programmes of soldiers and privates, who are doing their military service. Within the 

scope of Psychological Support in Emergency Rooms for Suicide Attempts and Crisis 

Intervention Programme, Psychological Support and Intervention Units have been 

established within emergency services of two hospitals located in Karsiyaka and Konak 

districts, within IMM boundaries.
407

 The Ministry of Health delivers social gender 

equality training for healthcare staff, within the scope of Reproductive Health Training 

Module through ‘reproductive health training centres, which carry out widespread 

training programmes across the country.
390

 

8.4 Population with Disabilities 

8.4.1 Characteristics of the Population with Disabilities 

According to 2002 Turkey Disability Survey, 12.29% of the Turkish population and 

11.86% of the Aegean region population has disabilities.
408

 According to TURKSTAT 

2000 General Census data, 1.69% of the population within IMM–19 districts boundaries 

(48,329) have disabilities.
65

  

 

2002 Turkey Disability Survey states that 58.68% of the disabled population in Turkey 

are males. According to TURKSTAT 2000 General Census figures, 58.51% of the 

disabled population within IMM–19 districts boundaries is male. Physical disability is 

the most common, whereas impairment of speech is the least common among the 

disabled population (Figure 38).
65

  

 

 
Figure 38: Breakdown of the disabled population within IMM-19 districts by type of disability (%), 2000 
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75.67% of the population with disabilities within IMM–19 districts boundaries has 

health insurance, according to 2006 figures of İzmir Provincial Directorate of Health.
77

  

8.4.2 Services Provided for Disabled People 

The institutions providing services for the disabled are healthcare institutions, 

municipalities, Provincial Directorate of Social Services, Provincial Directorate of 

National Education, Provincial Directorate of Turkish Employment Agency, 

associations and foundations. 

8.4.2.1 Healthcare Services 

Disabled person identification card necessary for the disabled to benefit from the rights 

and services, was abolished in October 2005 and replaced with either a medical board 

report for the disabled or an identity card stating the disability ranking. Accordingly, 

15,340 applications, after obtaining medical board reports, were made to İzmir 

Provincial Directorate of Social Services between October 2005 and December 2007, 

for the inclusion of disability information on identity cards (6,350 applications in 

2007).
131

  

 

The 10 hospitals authorised to give medical reports to the disabled within IMM–19 

districts boundaries (except Aliaga State Hospital and İzmir Military Hospital) issued 

12,380 medical board reports within the first six months of 2006. 44.15% of the 

individuals, who were issued reports are substantially disabled (disability 50% or 

above) (Table 155).
409

 

 
Table 155: Breakdown of medical board reports issued by hospitals within IMM-19 districts boundaries, 

by the disability ranking and intended use (%), January-June 2006 

Disability ranking % Intended use % 

39% and below 16.57 ID cards for disabled people   53.47 

40–49 % 33.94 Disability allowance  17.12 

50–59 % 10.28 Special education 15.63 

60–69 % 11.35 Employment 4.04 

70–89 % 15.61 Tax reduction 3.89 

90 % and above 6.92 Not stated 5.86 

Not stated 5.33   

 

In the 2002 Turkey Disability Survey, it was determined that only 55.7 % of the people 

with disabilities throughout Turkey benefited from health services.
410

 

 

IMM, district municipalities’ social relief directorates or disability services departments, 

İzmir Provincial Centre for the Disabled and Turkey Red Crescent Association İzmir 

Branch distribute wheelchairs, power wheelchairs, incontinence pads and hearing aids 

to the individuals in need.
411, 412

 

8.4.2.2 Education Services 

Within IMM-19 districts boundaries there is 1 public rehabilitation centre affiliated 

SHCEK and 9 private special training and rehabilitation centres.
412

 In addition, Disabled 

Training Centres run by IMM and 5 other municipalities (Buca, Bornova, Karsiyaka, 

Gaziemir, Narlidere) deliver training programmes to equip the disabled both with 
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vocational and social skills to lead and facilitate their lives in the society.
382, 401, 404, 405,

 
411,

 
413,

 
414 

 

Table 156 shows schools providing education for the disabled, breakdown of disabled 

people being educated in these schools and special training courses within IMM 

boundaries.
126

  

 
Table 156: Schools providing education for the disabled, breakdown of disabled people (number) being 

educated in these schools and special training courses within IMM-19 districts boundaries, 2007 

School /courses Number 

Disabled people being educated 

Physical 

(number) 

Visual 

(number) 

Hearing 

(number) 

Speech  

(number) 

Mental  

(number) 

Other 

(number) 

More 

than one 

(number) 

Total 

(number) 

Normal 

school 

Public 4 - 137 376 - - - - 513 

Private 4 3 - - 2 - 3 - 8 

Private 

sınıf 
90 ** ** ** ** ** ** ** 717 

Special 

education

al school 

Public 15 - 140 318 - 799 262  1,519 

Private 6 14 - - - 517* 18 - 549 

Special training 

course 
107 696 - 452 3 8,079 - 509 9,739 

* 32 of the mentally-impaired children are autistic  

** Breakdown of disabled people who are being educated, by type of disability is unknown. 

 

According to 2002 Turkey Disability Survey, education of the people with disabilities is 

mainly provided by public special educational schools in İzmir province, whereas the 

main educational provider for such people is public normal schools in Turkey.
126, 410

 

Turkish Library for Visually-Impaired People, located in Konak district, support the 

education of visually-impaired people by providing audio and Braille bomaktadır.
412

  

 

The children who are found appropriate to attend special education and rehabilitation 

centres, according to the decision given after educational assessment and diagnostics, 

are granted education development allowances. For this purpose, children who apply to 

Counselling Research Centres in five districts (Buca, Bornova, Karsiyaka, Konak, 

Aliaga) within IMM boundaries with their disability medical reports are assessed by 

special educational assessment boards.
412

 The number of disabled people within IMM–

19 districts boundaries who received education and development allowances in 2006–

2007 school year was 9,739.
126

  

 

The Municipality’s community kitchen distributes meals upon request to needy disabled 

individuals and to schools, associations and foundations that serve for the disabled.
411

 

8.4.2.3 Care and Rehabilition Services 

In Turkey and in İzmir, disabled people applying to the Provincial Directorate of Social 

Services, who are stated to be ‘Substantially Disabled’ (incapacity for work of over 

50%) in their disability medical board reports, entirely dependent on the care of others 

for survival, and have lost their families or whose families are economically or socially 

deprived, are provided with care services, in accordance with the Regulation on 
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Identification of Care Dependent Disabled People and the Principles of Care 

Services.
131

  

 

Care services that are provided are home care (by relatives or special care centre staff), 

care in official institutions (in-patient in care and rehabilitation centres of SHCEK or 

day care in family counselling and rehabilitation centres) and care in private care 

center.
355

 In home care, the person who takes care of the disabled receives a monthly 

social benefit (worth a net minimum wage). Within IMM boundaries, İzmir Provincial 

Directorate of Social Services granted care allowances to 1,035 people, out of 2,823 

applications made for home care, between January 2007 and the end of January 2008. 

There is one in-patient care rehabilitation centre in Karsiyaka district, affiliated to 

SHCEK, within IMM-19 districts boundaries. This centre has a capacity to accomodate 

60 persons. In 2007, 12 persons out of 28 who applied for institutional care to the 

SHCEK were placed in this centre. There are no centres within IMM-19 districts 

boundaries and İzmir province that serve for the special care of disabled people. So, the 

eligible applications for special institutional care are placed in special care and 

rehabilitation centres that are affiliated to SHCEK in other provinces, in accordance 

with their disability classification and the availability of such centres.
131

  

 

Visually-impaired persons living in İzmir province are directed to Emirgan 6 Dots 

Rehabilitation Centre for the Blinds in Istanbul and Ankara Yenimahalle Rehabilitation 

Centre to receive 3 to 6 months training. In 2007, 6 visually-impaired individuals were 

directed to these centres.
131

  

8.4.2.4 Vocational and Skill Acquisition Courses 

According to 2002 Turkey Disability Survey, only 1% of disabled people throughout 

Turkey benefit from vocational and skill acquisition courses.
410

 Between 2006 and 

2007, a total of 108 courses were opened within IMM boundaries, of which 99 were 

vocational and skill acquisition courses and 9 were first and second level literacy 

courses. 1,107 disabled people in total attended these courses. The vocational and skill 

acquisition courses were done in the subjects of computer, English, general knowledge, 

painting, folk dances, physical education, applied childcare, foster care, self care, 

clothing, wood painting, ceramics, bead jewellery-making, macramé, cane work, kilim-

making, folkloric doll-making and decorative handicrafts. Associations for the 

physically, visually and hearing-impaired persons, public training centres and hospitals 

where there are permanent in-patients, collaborate in opening such courses.
126

 

  

According to the figures of IS-KUR, 118 disabled people attended the courses 

designated by the Provincial Employment Board in 2007, in order to secure 

employment. 74.58 % (88 people) of those individuals successfully completed the 

courses. However, only 4.55 % (4 people) were employed.
163

 

8.4.2.5 Social and Cultural Services 

Disabled people, who come for training to the Cultural Centre for the Disabled within 

IMM's Training and Cultural Centre for the Disabled, take manual skills courses and 

perform sports activities. In addition, disabled people can enjoy the services of the 

cafeteria where they can read, and play check, chess and domino. There is a regular 
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shuttle bus service to the centre for the disabled, to facilitate their transportation. Every 

Friday musical entertainment programmes are organised for the people with 

disabilities.
411

 The centres for the disabled in the 5 district municipalities (Buca, 

Bornova, Karsiyaka, Gaziemir, Narlidere) also organise various skill acquisition 

courses.
382,

 
401,

 
404,

 
405,

 
413,

 
414 

In addition, IMM organises swimming courses for the 

people with disabilities. 

 

Individuals with disabilities benefit from state theatres free of charge. 16 sports clubs (7 

for mentally-impaired, five for the physically-impaired, 2 for hearing-impaired and 2 for 

visually-impaired) serve for the people with disabilities within IMM boundaries.
412

  

8.4.2.6 Enviromental Services 

According to 2002 Turkey Disability Survey, 4 % of the people with disabilities state 

that there are public transportation services in their Immediate surroundings, throughout 

Turkey.
410

 35,949 disabled people used public transportation card for the disabled as of 

December 2007 within IMM–19 districts.
369

 As of March 2008, 43 special buses for the 

disabled people operate along 32 routes, every day.
205

 In addition, within the scope of 

The Project to Support Life for Disabled of IMM 4 minibuses with fork lifts are used 

for the transportation of people with disabilities who normally leave their houses and 

travel by bus. These buses provide home to home service for these individuals to help 

them meet their daily needs, go to places they want to go and to transport them to 

medical centres.
411

 People with disability ranking of 40% and above get a reduction of 

20% in railway and 50% in road transport. Turkish Airlines apply reduced fares of 20% 

in domestic flights and 40% in international flights for the disabled people and their 

companions.
412

  

 

According to 2002 Turkey Disability Survey, 68% of the people with disabilities in 

whole of Turkey stated that there were no arrangements in their environments to cater 

for their disabilities, and 20% declared that they had no information related to this 

issue.
410

 The public buildings, which IMM prepared their projects and built, offer 

restrooms for the disabled, lifts and spatial arrangements to allow them to manoeuvre in 

the buildings.
415

 Also, underground stations have lifts and some institutions have special 

architectural arrangements for the disabled people (restrooms for the disabled, parking 

lots, ramps, etc.). 

8.4.2.7 Other Social Rights Granted to People with Disabilities 

In accordance with the Law on State Pension for the Needy, Incapable and Destitute 

Turkish Citizens Aged over 65, No. 2022, a disability allowance is granted to needy 

persons with a disability ranking of over 40% and older than 18 years of age, or to those 

who has a disabled dependent over 18 years of age from State Pension fund.
412

 In 

addition, Foundations Regional Directorate may also grant dependency allowance in 

accordance with Dependency Allowance and Regulation on Almshouse Foundation, to 

needy persons who have lost more than 40% of their work capacity (who are not paid 

by social security institutions and who do not have any income or property) and orphans 

who are under 18.
412

  

 

 


